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I have to smile. I am sitting here at my laptop looking out at the water and the sail 

boats, doing what I love and it all started when I was laid off my last real job in 

1983. I received the greatest gift one can get from that experience. I was set free 

to find my own "Dharma" -- my life's purpose.  

And as Deepak says, when you find your Dharma you will experience all the 

abundance the universe has to offer. 

 My memory book now includes vast travel throughout the U.S. and the Caribbean, 

scuba diving and sailing, first class air travel and five star hotels. It also includes 

many letters of gratitude, thanking me for my guidance and inspiration. You can't 

put a price on that.  

I found my Dharma and it is really very simple. My Dharma is to help others find 

and live their Dharma! Now how cool is that? A one sentence resume!  

 

http://www.guruofchange.com/
http://www.givingyourideaavoice.com/


Ten Reasons You May Not Want a “Real Job” (Warning: This is Highly 

Controversial & Only One Woman's Opinion) 

1.) In most jobs, you are selling yourself short. You are letting someone else 

define who you are, what you do and what you're worth. Think about it. In many 

cases you aren't much higher on the food chain than the family pet. Probably not 

even that high. Remember, in most corporations (except progressive ones like Tony 

Robbins' companies), the purpose of the company is to make a profit. You, as an 

employee, are there for that purpose. Sadly, you are not there in their eyes, to be 

all that you can be.  

2.) They say we will all become the sum total of the five people we spend 

the most time with. If you have a job, some of those five people are probably in 

your office. Look around. Is that the sum total of YOUR worth? Is that who you 

want to eventually become?  

3.) You can't control the environment in an office.   How much fun is what 

Dave Barry calls "cubicle horror?" You're there to build a pyramid for someone else, 

but your chances of getting into the golden room are slim. Every day you go there 

you might ask yourself, "I'm trading one day of my life for this. Is it worth it?" 

Remember this is YOUR life.  

Oh, and let's not forget the Big Corporate Surprise! Right after the memo that 

states "nothing is going to change," the pink slips start showing up. Then one day, 

there is NO company, and you, too, are discarded like a disposable cup. Which 

leads me to my next point.  

4.) There is NO security in having a job. That having a job is security is the 

biggest myth out there. Look around at the statistics. Corporations are falling like 

flies, and while the ones who are at the top of the pyramid leave with millions; 

you're left with no job and maybe two weeks' severance. If you happen to be in an 

industry like the one I was in - mortgage banking - finding a job may not even be 

possible in your industry. And you will be hard pressed to match your previous 

income in any other "job" outside your industry. How secure is that?  

5.) Did you know that the word "boss" comes from the Dutch word baas, 

which historically means master? So who works for a master? Um hmmm, the 

slave. You must do what "the boss" says, report to the "boss," and mold yourself 

into the definition of what is "good for the organization." Along the way, your 

identity becomes your job title.  

The danger here, the real danger, is that after a time you begin to believe that your 

job title is who you are. So when you do finally lose your job, you start looking for a 

new place for your corporate defined identity, your mind now finally convinced that 



you truly have no place outside of that identity. You've lost much more than a job 

here. You've probably lost view of your true life's purpose.   

I am so blessed that my life included a divorce from corporate America. I am so 

blessed that I found my "Dharma" - my life purpose and have the unbridled joy of 

living it. My identity is who I have become. I still "do" things - like internet 

marketing, motivational speaking, writing, intuitive consultations. But my identity is 

a spiritual being who every day seeks to be more fully alive and help others do the 

same.  

"We're so engaged in doing things to achieve purposes of outer value that we forget 

the inner value, the rapture that is associated with being alive, is what it is all 

about. The privilege of a lifetime is being who you are." Joseph Campbell  

Important Questions: In your "9-5" job, can you really be the totality of 

"who you are?" And question two; do you even know who that is?  

6.) As an employee, even the government conspires against you. As an 

employee, you are taxed higher than almost any other group. Especially self 

employed individuals. So, not only are you not able to create your income based on 

your value, you only get to keep a tiny percentage of it. Does the word "slavery" 

come to mind again?  

7.) When you are in a job, you lose large parts of your ability to "think 

outside the box" in your own life. Your creativity. The well of your imagination 

which is your creation center. We know from Quantum Physics that we create with 

our thoughts, our imagination and our emotion. But when that is stifled by your 

current environment, it continues to diminish. The most dangerous day is the day 

you come to believe that you can't change anything. Now you are a slave to your 

own thoughts!  

8.) Equally egregious, you fall into the corporate mind set because you are 

surrounded by it for so much of your day. So, while you are not creating a 

better, more free reality for yourself, your mind is absorbed with office gossip and 

office languaging . 

 

One of the current phrases in corporate America is "I'm slammed." Hmmm. Now 

that's a comforting thought to be holding. And of course, there's always the behind 

the scenes or in the hallway whispered conversations about what an "A......." so 

and so is. Great use of your mind and your creation center, wouldn't you say?  

 

 



9.) Did you know that in the U.S. the greatest amount of heart attacks 

happen just before 9 a.m. on Monday morning? Before most people are going 

to their job!   A motivational speaker I heard recently said this: "America is the only 

place in the world where you'll give up your health for money, and then when you 

retire, use your money to try to get it back."  

That's if you're lucky enough TO retire. Remember all those heart attacks right 

before 9 a.m. on Monday morning? The environment in many offices is toxic to the 

mind AND the body.  

10.) As far as I know, we only get one life at a time. Is the time you are 

trading what you want in your memory book? Is this your legacy? Is this all you're 

meant to experience? To feel? Are you someplace that allows you to explore and 

release ALL your gifts?   

You will never become wealthy trading your time for money. And I mean 

wealthy in all areas of your life - freedom, control of your time, rich experiences, 

loving friends and family and the time to really nurture those relationships. And of 

course, money.  

 

Now tell me, as you review these ten "perks" for "having a job" are you still 

interested? And, if you're a victim of corporate identity theft, what do you do? How 

do you get it back? Do you even know what your "true identity" is?  

As I told you earlier, in my case, I was a mortgage banker for more than 20 years. 

I would have never guessed that I would eventually be doing all that I am, that I 

would be sitting here with my laptop in on the little table in front of me, as I look 

out at my water view and see that sailboat named "Real Pleasure" go by.  

The Herons have been here a lot lately, and they love to fly right by my deck that 

overlooks the water and show off their beautiful majesty. On the floating dock 

outside, there is a table with an umbrella and a group of folks are barbequing 

hamburgers. The smells waft up through my windows and I'm a bit hungry.  

It's 1:18 p.m. and I am in my "at home" office clothes. Sweats, a T-shirt, and flip 

flops. Today I will write two more articles, post them so I can get more internet 

traffic, have one phone consultation with a new client, and create the flyer for my 

next seminar. Tomorrow I'll visit the two hotels that are on the ocean to see which 

one I will choose for my seminars.  

My "identity" is multi-dimensional. I'm trying to get everything good out of life that 

I can, and be an encouragement to others so they can do the same. So, how do 

you get your identity back and become fully alive?  

 



Getting Your Identity Back from the Corporate Thieves – 10 Steps to 

Reclaim Your Divine Right to a Beautiful Life 

Here are just a few suggestions that have helped me. If you find even one good 

one, that's where to begin.  

1. Stop and take inventory of your life right now. Every piece of the pie: your 

health, your finances, your love life, your family relationships, your free time, your 

joy levels. Write each category down on a piece of paper. Then, without thinking, 

just free flow and give every category a rating from 1-10. Now look at where you 

are. If it's a low number, not to worry. Now that you've identified what isn't 

working, you can begin to fix it!  

2. Ask yourself these questions and then write down the answers quickly 

without censoring: "What do I want to be remembered for? What do I want to 

remember ME for?" And what might be the best way for me to do whatever that is? 

Here is where you're trying to identify YOUR Dharma. As you're doing this, be sure 

you are aligning what you want to be remembered for with your true values.  

3. Now ask yourself, "What can I do, beginning right now, today, to start 

going in the direction of my dreams?" What ONE ACTION can I take, right now, 

to prove to my inner self that I am serious? (Hint: It's one word: DECIDE.)  

4. Allow yourself to start dreaming big. Jack Canfield of "Chicken Soup for the 

Soul" fame still uses a "vision board" to energize his latest dreams. Go online and 

learn about vision boards, then create one of your own. Mine is a three-way 

cardboard fold that I got at Office Max. On it, I have images of my desires, positive 

phrases, affirmations, and anything that my subconscious mind is attracted to - 

which means it is a dream I am meant to experience.  

5. Pretend you could have ANYTHING you want and you'd have all the support 

and resources you needed to make that happen. WRITE it down in detail. Think 

large! Go into your child self that can believe in all things, and write from there. Be 

bold!  

6. Start opening your mind to living a life that is joyful, abundant, makes a 

difference, and excites you every single day. Get online and listen to the ones who 

are the gurus. You can get HUGE amounts of information for FREE. Go to You Tube 

and type in Tony Robbins, or Dennis Waitley, or Brian Tracey, and start listening to 

these kinds of folks DAILY. You must feed your subconscious mind with a new way 

of "seeing", so you can begin creating a new way of "being."  

7. Very Important! There are some gifts and talents that you have, that no 

one else on this earth has. And it is your DUTY to find them, develop them, 

and share them. Think of all the souls who will benefit when you do. And all the 



souls who are waiting for what ONLY YOU have to give. Recently, in a meditation, I 

heard the phrase "You are stealing from God." I mentally asked why I was given 

that phrase and was told it was time for me to "get on with it" and start releasing 

MY gifts in a much larger way. Wow. Talk about a "heads up."  

This is all about your Dharma. To really identify and live your Dharma, Deepak 

Chopra says you must make three commitments. Write these down and post them 

where you can see them throughout the day.  

The First Commitment: I am going to seek my higher self, which is beyond the 

ego, through spiritual practice.  

The Second Commitment is: I am going to discover my unique talents, and I am 

going to enjoy myself because the process of enjoyment occurs when I go into 

timeless awareness - a state of bliss.  

The Third Commitment is: I am going to ask how I am best suited to serve 

humanity. I will match my unique talents to serve the needs of my fellow human 

beings.  

Personal story. Many years ago, while I was still in the mortgage business, I wrote 

a short article entitled "The Yuppie Betrayal." The theme was pretty consistent with 

what I wrote about the slavery and injustice in most corporations above. A scuba 

diving friend and I were on a little island in the Caribbean and I gave her the story. 

She faxed it immediately to her roommate, Jerry, who was an engineer at a very 

large corporation.  

Jerry called her right away. She said she could hear him crying, the story so moved 

him. The very next day he resigned! He created a beautiful VERY LARGE life for 

himself after that, ever grateful that he'd cut the cord from his previous employer. I 

imagine he's been scuba diving alot more, since that's how we all met, and it is one 

of his passions. Now he has the time AND the money to engage in it.  

When Carol told me that Jerry cried, I cried. I had no idea my words would have 

such an impact. That was my first peek into my real Dharma. Now imagine that 

YOU, because of your gifts, can empower others in your own special way. Good 

feeling isn't it?  

8. Start educating yourself on "multiple streams of income." The internet is a 

fabulous place for many to build multiple income streams. And the numbers in 

some cases are very impressive. The Steve Pavlina blog brings in $40,000 a 

MONTH! And that is only one of his income streams. Regardless of your Dharma, 

you will enjoy life a lot more when you have the financial freedom to fund it.  



I recently had a phone consultation with another internet whiz kid. He's probably 

early 30's and in some months, he makes $100,000. Yes, he's the real deal. I've 

followed enough of these guys to know who's really making it happen and who is 

just fluff.  

Now imagine that YOU could create these kinds of numbers in your world. How 

does that feel? Have a hobby or something you really love to do? Get on the 

internet and see who's marketing it. Email them and ask about their successes or 

challenges.  

I've been on the internet for seven years now and it is NOT for everyone. But, if 

you will just find someone who is doing what you'd like to do, and model them 

exactly, step by step, in a very short period of time, sometimes as little as 3-6 

months, you can be adding to your revenue streams.  

9. TOT. The One Thing. Find ONE idea that appeals and start building it. One 

of my biggest mistakes when I first got on the net was trying too much all at once, 

and NOT following a step by step system to implement an idea. It was only when I 

learned to focus on TOT that the revenues started to come in. As did more 

creativity, because it was funneled into only one idea at a time.  

So let me save you some time. Find ONE THING that appeals to you. Immerse 

yourself in learning all about it, the market, whose buying it, and then one step at a 

time begin building it.  

10. Get into a good networking or mastermind group. Even 4-5 folks can 

make a HUGE difference in your perceptions of what's possible. EVERY guru I have 

studied has a mastermind partner or group. Every one. It will get you out of 

yourself and help you start thinking LARGE. Surround yourself with high vibrational 

beings, and your world will change immediately.  

"Isolation is the dream killer." Barbara Sher 

"Life is not the answer. You are the answer. Life is the question." Barbara Sher  

Amazing Little Known Strategy for the Recently or Soon-to-be Laid Off How 

to Make Lemonade from Lemons - Courtesy of Your Former Employer  

Now that you've stretched the borders of your mind, go back to the drawing table, 

and list all of your gifts and abilities, your professional achievements, your greatest 

successes. Then, instead of thinking of another job, consider using consulting as a 

bridge to a new reality.  

Even more bold, consider consulting with the company that just laid you off! 

Impossible? Not so. Read on.  



Personal Story #1. Many years ago a business associate who was working for a 

very large government entity that bought mortgage loans decided to quit. She was 

miserable in her job and asked my advice. I told her to go ahead, resign, take a 

week off, and then approach her prior employer to see if she could be a consultant 

for them.  

She thought I was nuts! But she was a bold woman, so she did it. When she called 

me to tell me their response, she was so excited, she sounded like a little kid at 

Christmas.  

End of story? They hired her as a consultant immediately, and the next year, as a 

consultant to her previous employer, she made $50,000 MORE than her previous 

salary and bonuses paid her. Oh, and she made that extra $50,000 working less 

than 50% of the time she had worked in "real job."  

She went on to consult in the mortgage business (working with me), studied 

multiple streams ideas, and eventually purchased two dry cleaners. She still does 

consulting in the mortgage industry, but only when she wants to. And what she 

charges per hour now is more than ten times what her previous "salaried" job paid 

her.  

Big Secret: What others will pay you - salaried or consultant - has everything to do 

with what you believe you are worth. When you really get "your real value" to 

others, you will automatically draw into your life, through the Law of Attraction, the 

ones who will also see your worth and pay you for it.  

Personal Story #2. This one has the most amazing twist! When I was laid off from 

my last employer, they were merging with Lehman Brothers. I was working for 

Shearson American Express. The first thing I did was become an independent 

contract underwriter, traveling the country underwriting loans.  

Two years later I opened my first due diligence company and worked primarily for a 

prominent Wall Street firm. Then two years after that I opened my second 

company. (The story of how that happened is nothing short of magical, but you'll 

have to come to one of my seminars to hear it.)  

However, here's the amazing part. In a very short time, my #1 client became 

Lehman Capital, a division of Lehman Brothers, the company who has insisted I be 

laid off in 1983. Eventually my company underwrote billions of dollars worth of 

asset and mortgage backed securities for them! Those assignments took me all 

over the U.S. and to Puerto Rico where I learned to scuba dive. I developed client 

relationships with two Puerto Rico banks so I could come to the islands often, and 

to date, I have 200 dives from twelve Caribbean islands! Funded by the company 

who said I was not good enough to be an employee!  



They were right! I was WAY TOO GOOD to be an employee!  

Oh, and what I discovered was that I was living my finally living my Dharma.  

Because I helped many of the 100 contractors working for me expand their lives 

and their dreams. Many of them, inspired by how I ran my company, became self 

employed themselves or moved into arenas that were more aligned with their life 

purpose.  

So, what's the message of hope for you?  

Forget your previous "identity" as a job description. Start looking around to 

see what value you can bring to other organizations, be bold, approach them, and 

"think outside the box - WAY outside the box."  

Funny thing is, in the middle of the biggest job losses we've seen in years, there 

are HUGE opportunities for those who know how to re-package themselves, and 

develop the "can do" mindset. Mandatory Reading for those ready to leap: 

"Unstoppable" by Cynthia Kersey. You cannot read this and doubt that your ideas 

won't work! Trust me.  

BONUS: Your Most Important Assignment – the One You MUST Achieve. 

Commit to developing the mindset that will allow you to grow, change and 

LIVE LARGE. The reason only 3% of the folks who are on the planet make it big is 

their mindsets are programmed for that kind of success in life! This is a lifetime 

commitment and you do it moment to moment, thought by thought. It is also a 

spiritual choice, because your best mindset will result from realizing that you are a 

part of All That Is, and when you align with that Truth, you have unlimited 

creativity, support and opportunity.  

When you catch yourself thinking a negative thought, ask yourself this question, "Is 

this what I want to create?" If the answer is "no, of course not," change the 

channel! You're the one in control. Develop your mind's muscle, and start thinking 

of the Divine You and the Divine gifts you have to give this planet and its 

inhabitants.  

My goal is that when the day comes that I stand in front of the God I believe in, I 

can say, "I used your gifts well." 

The real security for each of us is our connection with Source, God, the Universe. 

Deepak says, "When you come to know the part of you that is outside of change, 

you will never fear again."  

 



Blend that with your adaptability, your willingness to keep learning, and especially a 

mindset programmed to see opportunity in every situation and you, too, will be 

"Unstoppable."  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Montana Gray is the author of the forthcoming book, “Hope = Healthy Opportunities Personally 

Engineered – A Guide to Creating Abundance and Joy When All Seems Lost.”   A self-proclaimed 

“Guru of Change,” Montana’s mission is to help others who want to make a difference find and 

live their passion.  A speaker, workshop trainer, and intuitive and marketing consultant, 

Montana helps you develop and market your BIG IDEA.  

 

Visit http://www.givingyourideaavoice.com and http://www.guruofchange.com for FREE 

motivational information and free e-courses to help you develop your mindset for living the 

soul-filled life you were meant to live. 
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